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MINUTES. 


Opening Service. 


The Tenth Annual Convention of the English Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of the Northwest was held in St. Luke’s 


— 


Church, Goodhue, Minn., the Rev. M. E. Boulton, pastor, Bey |) 
beginning June 20, 1900. The opening services were con- — Bir 
ducted by the President and Secretary, and consisted of the ~ ee 


Confessional and Morning Services of the Church Book. 
The President, Rev. W. K. Frick, A. M., preached the 
Synodical Sermon on Acts 8:4. Theme: ‘‘The Extension 
of Christ’s Kingdom Through Home and Foreign Missions, 
the Supreme Work of Every Believer.’’ After which the 
members of Synod and the congregation partook of the 
Sacrament of the Altar. | 
At the conclusion of the service, the President announced - 
the Committee on Credentials, consisting of Rev. C. L. 
Warstler, Mr. A. F. Buse and Mr. Wm. F. Pieper. 


‘First Session. 


THURSDAY, June 21, 9:00 a. m. 


The first business session was opened with the Matin 
Service, conducted by the Secretary, after which the Pres- 
ident formally opening the Synod for business and called 
for the > 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


With delegates present, those subsequently reported, 
and the clerical members reported by the Examining Com- 
mittee, the Roll of Synod was completed and consisted oF 
21 clerical and 14 ei: members as follows : 
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. ROLL OF SYNOD. 


~ 


ne 


Lay | 
DELEGATES. 


PARISHES. 


ENTERED 
Synop 


+ 


1. G. H. Trabert, D.D.| 1870 | 1898} Salem, | Chas. L. Trabert. 
my Minneapolis, Minn. 
2. W..K. Frick. 1873/1891} Church of the Redeemer. | Henry Miller. 
3. S. W. Kuhns. 1875/1895! St. John’s, 7 H. O. H. Munson. 
Duluth, Minn. 

4. J. F. Beates, 1884/1894) No Charge. 
Conewago,LancasterCo.Pa 
5. A. J. D. Haupt. 1884/1891) Memorial, F. Wm. Pederson. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
6. Alfred Ramsey. | 1885/1896) St. John’s, Prof. P.G. Schmidt 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
7. A. C. Sweinsberg, | 1888/1896) Holy Trinity (Woman's 
Memofial). Salt Lake 


8. H. K.Gebhart. | 1889/1895] St. Mark's, W. Peterson. 


i 

i 

: 


= The hours of the business sessions were fixed at from 9 
i to 12 A..M., and from 2 to 5 P. M. 

| _ ‘The committee on program reported the selection of 
Rev. C. L. Warstler to preside at the ota Con- 
vention. on n Saturday. 


4 9. R. L. Leatherman, | 1891/1891 | No Charge. 

Lewiston, FrederickCo.,Md 

10. L. Grey. 1893/1897| Chadwick, Il. 

HI 11. Wm. Brenner. -|1897|}1900)} The Dalles, Oregon. 

de 12. J. A. Leas. 1894/1896) St. Peale. C. A. Erickson, 
ng. nn. 

HE 13. H. A. W. Yung. =| 1895/1900} Holy Trinity. 

ak ; Seattle, Wash. 

| 14, Frank E. Jensen. 1897) 1897) St. james’ Wm. F. Pieper. 

15. M. E. Boulton. 1898/1898) (St. John Schafer, Jr. 
non nn. 
16. W. F. Holl. 1898 | 1898) St. John’s, | 

acoma, 

17. C. L. Warstler. § [1899/1899 | J. A. Swenson. 
a . Minn. 

18. A. C. Carty, 1899/| Holy Trinity, Fred Schultz. 

| La Crosse, Wis. 

19. 1. O. Nothstein. 1900) 1900) St. Mark's, Alfred Olson. 

iy ; North St. Paul, Minn. 

ef 20. G, F. Gehr. 1900/1900! Holy Communion, A. F. Buse. 

| Racine, Wis. 
bs es 21. A. C, Petersen. 1900/1900! ( Church of Our Saviour, | A. E. Swanson. 

2 Salem, River Falls, Wis. 
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5. [1900 
| REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 
Dear Brethren in the Lord : | 


In His High-priestly prayer ‘our Divine Master said of 
His Church, ‘‘I pray for them:,I pray not for the world, 
but for them which Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine.’’ 


“Such divine love and guardianship have been round about | 


us as a Synod during the past year. With gratitude we 
review its mercies and experiences. Joy has come to all, 
and sorrow to some. Weakness and imperfection have at- 
_ tached to our best labors. But withal God has richly 
blessed them and us.\ 


GENERAL SURVEY. 


The past year has seen decided gains in all directions. 

Nearly every church has been strengthened. Lost ground 
has been recovered. New ground has been broken on both 
sides of the Mississippi river. Hopeful openings are re- 
ported elsewhere. 
Every pulpit is filled. Large catechetical pete are 
the rule. The smaller churches vie with the larger in ac- 
tivity and thoroughness of organization. We find in our 
churches a large number of students, from the high school 
grade up to the university, and not a few teachers and pro- 
fessors, auguring well for the future of our work. While 
we deplore the many broken families—the husband usually 
being lacking—yet confirmations, and the growing convic- 
tion that the parents should follow their children into the 
English church, are steadily lengthening our family rolls 
and giving greater stability to our congregations. 

The Synod will close this convention with 21 ministers, 
20 congregations, and over 2000 communicants. ‘Behold 
what God hath wrought! - 


And yet this is but a beginning. We are, it seems to 


me, on the eve of a great forward movement in English 


Lutheranism i in the Northwest, for which the past twenty 
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years have been a preparation. The overshadowing ques- 


tion in the Lutheran Church in this territory is that of ENG- 
The church is moving in different divisions, but 
the lines converge to one point. The best justification of 
our Synod’s position is the suddenness and thoroughness 
with which the older ae are ——s up to the necessity 
of 


VISITATIONS. 
‘During the year I have been able to visit five churches. 


_At Holy Communion, Racine, Wis., I conducted two con-. 
_ gregational meetings, and preached and administered the 


Communion once. In connection with Memorial corner- 
stone laying, St. Paul, I preached at Memorial in the after- 


_ noon, St. James’ in the morning, and St. Paul’s, Red Wing, 


in the evening. At the urgent request of Rev. Mr. Carty, I 
visited Holy Trinity, La Crosse, to encourage the congre- 
gation, and conduct an election in ratification of the Board’s. 
call of a missionary pastor. I preached twice. 

This, however,,is but a part of the President’s activity. 
Frequent conferences with the Seminary faculty and the 
Superintendent of Missions, and a constant correspond-. 


ence with brethren in the field are necessary in order that 


no interest may suffer, and that our pastors and parishes, 
though widely scattered, may work natmoniously: | 
and effectively. 


OTHER HELPFUL VISITS. 


‘The churches have derived great stimulus from the visits 
of two officials, representing respectively the Board of 


English Home Missions and the Chicago Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


After the inspiring Generel Council macting 


‘Superintendent. Kunzmann made a two months’ tour of our 


Synod from the Lakes to the Sound, visiting every mission, 
encouraging them to undertake a portion of their pastor’s. 
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support, and gathering a fund of helpful information at 
first-hand. 

Taking advantage of President Weidner’s presence at 
Memorial dedication, the brethren Ramsey and Leas planned 
a ‘‘Seminary Day.’’ The press and the mails were wisely 
used. St. John’s, Minneapolis, never had so many young 
men under its roof. Students from the University and all 


the higher schools of the ‘city, to the number of 150, listen- 


ed to the Doctor’s earnest words. The same scene was 
repeated at St. Paul’s, Red Wing, in the evening. 

This work has been followed up by the wide distribution 
of the April ‘Seminary Record,’’ which is a specially pre- 
pared ‘‘University Edition’’ that should be placed in the 
hands of every Lutheran student in the Northwest. It will 
be such a revelation of the strength and possibilities of our 
church as may change the current of his life and save him 


to the church of his fathers, and even carry him eae? the 


English ministry of that church. 


PASTORAL AN D PERSONAL. 


Rev. C. L. Warstler, who took charge of Trinity, St. 
Paul, last year before ordination, was installed by Rev. Dr. 
Trabert, July 2. Rev. W. H. Zuber has been transferred 
to the Pittsburgh Synod. Also Rev. Earnest A. Trabert, 
now of Braddock, Pa., whose efficient labors at La Crosse, 
- Wis., ended February 25. By appointment, Dr. Trabert 
provided pulpit supplies until the arrival of Rev. A.C. Carty, 
of Frederick, Md., on the Sunday before Easter, April 3. 
He presents a transfer from the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 
Rev. William Brenner, of Oregon City, Oregon, in February, 
_-entered on the pastorate of Zion Church, The Dalles, Oregon. 
By appointment, Rev. C. S. nan of Feria, installed 
him June 17. 

Rev. James F: Beates, on Easter Sunday, preached his 


farewell sermon at Holy Trinity, Seattle, and installed his 
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‘builder of English Lutheran churches in the Northwest. The 


| ] 8 


‘successor, Rev. H. A. W. Yung, of acsker: Il., transferred 


from the Chicago Synod. Rev. Mr. Beates has seen long 
and hard service during panicky times in Salt Lake City 


_ and Seattle, and along the West Coast. He is now enjoy- 


ing a well-earned vacation, visiting Europe awheel. 

Rev. Mr. Haupt has obtained relief from the strain of 
the North St. Paul work, long conducted by the aid of The- 
ological students, by the arrival of Rev. Ira O. Noth- 


_ stein, of Lehighton, Pa., just ordained. He accepts a call 


to St. Mark’s, and presents his transfer from the Ministe- 
rium of Pennsylvania. 

Charges of malfeasance in office, while at The Dalles, 
were preferred by West Coast brethren against Rev. L. 
Grey, and were investigated by a special committee, con- 
sisting of Revs. G. H. Trabert, D. D., A. Ramsey, A. J. D. 
Haupt and F. E. Jensen, who reported to the President that 
the charges were not sustained. 

Rev. L. Grey is serving a church not of this Synod, at 
Chadwick, Ill. Rev. R. L. Leatherman is without a charge, 


and is living’at home in Maryland. 


Rev. Dr. Trabert has published ‘<Questions and An- 
swers on Luther’s Catechism,’’ 136 pages, which is to be 
commended for its clear, direct, and edifying contents. Bro. 
Kuhns reports having used it with great satisfaction. _ 

Eastern visits during the past year on the part of the 
brethren Gebhart, Warstler, and Haupt, have enabled them 
to plead the Western cause in Ohio and Pennsylvania. They 
wére heard with great interest by large audiences. Bro. 
Haupt was accorded a hearing by the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary at Mt. Airy, and by the venerable Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. 

DEDICATION. 


The Synod rejoices with Rev. A. J. D. Haupt, the-first 


reconstructed Memorial Church, St. Paul, originally. erect- 
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ed in 1885, is now 34 by 80 feet in size. The new front 


has two sightly towers bearing the inscription: ‘‘A Mighty 
Fortress is our God.’’ The corner-stone was laid October 
15, 1899, with a sermon by the President and a historical 
address by Dr. Trabert. The rededication took place Feb- 


ruary 18, 1900, Rev. Prof. Revere F. Weidner, D. D., 


LL. D., President of the Chicago Theological Seminary, 
preaching the sermon. . Thus has Dr. Passavant’s prophecy 
of 1888 come true: ‘‘I predict-that within a dozen years 
from now a fine new building will stand upon this same site 
that will be a credit to the Lutheran Church and to the 
Géneral Council.’’ The cost of the new building was $6,000, 
of which $5,200 has been raised by the heroic efforts of the 


pastor. 


NEW CHURCHES. 

_ Again are we cheered by tidings of new churches. 
Three knock at our doors: The English Lutheran Church 

of the little.city of Cannon Falls, Goodhue County, Minn., 

~ organized May 7, 1900, by Rev. M. E. Boulton ; The Church 

of Our Saviour, at Ellsworth, the county seat of Pierce 


County, Wis., informally organized March 18th, at which ~ 


time a call was extended to a Student of the Chicago Sem- 


inary, was finally formally organized April 22, by Rev J. A. 


Leas ; and Salem Church, in the beautiful city of River Falls, 
thirteen miles distant in Pierce County, organized April 3, by 
Rev. Dr. Trabert. The first constitutes, with Goodhue, a 


charge served by Rev. Mr. Boulton. The other two haye 


called Student A. C. Petersen, who with Student G. F. Gehr, 
pastor-elect at Racine, applies for ordination. 


ADDITIONAL DATA BY STATES. 
I. MINNESOTA. 


Ten churches ; the two oldest organized 1883. The 


Central Conference Committee embraces all of them. The 
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Twin City Pastoral Association, the Twin City Luther 


League, and the St. Paul Home and Foreign Mission Society 


forma bond of union. The first issued a Christmas Sunday- 


School Service used in twelve schools in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. The pastors of the Twin Cities exchanged 
pulpits during Lent and Holy:-Week. The comparative 
nearness of the churches and pastors to one another and the 
assistance afforded by the Theological Seminaries of the 
Twin Cities, have contributed to the advancement of the 
work. | 

- 1. St. John’s, Minneapolis, reports progress in nearly 
every department, especially in church attendance, adult 


accessions to membership, regular income (nearly double 


that of the pastor’s first year,) a large payment on the. 
floating debt, and the Ladies’ Aid meetings. 

2. Salem Luther League presented a brass cross for the 
altar, ‘‘In memory of Oscar A. Smith and John Anderson.’’ 


- The Sunday-School taxes the capacity of the church. The 


debt is now being attacked. 
3. Memorial, St. Paul, feels the benefit of the new 
church in greatly enlarged audiences. The pastor main- 


. tains a normal class of 28 carriers. He reports fifty young 


men under thirty years. Z 

4. Trinity, St. Paul, had a week’s cia! Advent ser- 
vices, with sermons by fellow-pastors. This has been the 
church’s ‘best financially. | 

5. St. James’, ever vigorous, is now a General Council 
Mission. An effort is being made by the congregation to 
buy the property, which they now rent from Bro. Haupt. 

6. The prospects for the North St. Paul work look 
brighter, now that Bro. Nothstein has come. Last October 


_a church council was installed. 


7. St. Paul’s, Red Wing, is now the centre of a group 
of four churches, whose interests are well represented, since 
March, in a neat 8 page parish paper, ‘‘The Greeting,’’ ed- 
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ited by Rev. Messrs. Leas and Boulton. Large accessions 
of members carry the church into the front rank. 

8. The Pastor’s Aid Society of St. Luke’s, Goodhue, 
has furnished the chancel of the church. Lectures were 
delivered during the year by other pastors on the ‘‘Develop- 
of the -Church.’’ Sunday-School and catechetical 
class are large. For a time service was maintained at Belle 

Creek, 8 miles distant. 
9, The Cannon Falls’ work of hie: Messrs. Leas and 
Boulton fruited in a congregation of 30 charter members 
(Norwegians and Swedes in equal numbers.) There is a 
Sunday-School of over 50, a Luther League, and a Pastor’s 
Aid Society. 

10. Of St. John’s, Duluth, the Saperisnendaat writes 
that the work of Bro. Kuhns is now manifesting its solidity 
and effectiveness. One hundred dollars of the pastor’s sal- 
ary has been assumed this year. The Pastor and the Su- 


perintendent have been inspecting the Lake Superior Twin - 


Cities with a view to new work. 
II. WISCONSIN. 


Five churches ; the oldest begun in 1889. Two Minne- 
apolis laymen made possible the founding of the Racine and 
La Crosse churches; and two Minnesota pastors founded 
the Pierce county work. Separated by the width of ‘the 
whole State, the Wisconsin churches meet only at Synod, 
and their youth in the Wisconsin Luther League. The 


eastern churches look toward Chicago, the western towards — 
Minnesota. It is a pity that our forces cannot be more 


effectively united in providing for this hopeful feld for En- 
glish Lutheranism. 

: 1. On-November 5, 1899, the Church of the Redeemer, 
Milwaukee, celebrated the tenth anniversary of the begin- 
ning of the work in that city. The membership has grown 
to 258 communicants. Inten years $11,000 was contributed 
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for current expenses, and $1,100 for general church work. 
The mission assumed $300 more for pastoral support. It 


- shelters a Danish, as formerly a Swedish, mission. After six 
years the pastor has brought his labors at the Chicago 


Theological Seminary to a close. 

2. The pulpit of Holy Communion, Racine, has been 
supplied by students Gehr, Monroe, and Baisler. The Church 
and Sunday-School attendance in the Y. M.C. A. parlors is 
90to 100. A lot 60 by 100 feet, with a brick.dwelling house, 
at Tenth Street and Washington Avenue, central and prom- 
inent, has been bought for $2,520. Church Extension aid is 
asked. The Home Mission Board will supplement the $300 
salary promised the pastor.  —.- 

3. AtLa Crosse I was delighted with the audiences — 
(35 and 40,) and the Sunday-School of 63 which I saw in 
the Y. M. C, A. hall where Holy Trinity meets. The pastor 
thinks that the growing Sunday-School will necessitate the 


erection of a chapel on the lot at Twelfth and Ferry Streets, 
bought for $1,450 loaned by the Church Extension Society. 


4. Of the Pierce County churches, that at Ellsworth 


_-had three months the start. Bro. Leas for months held ser- 


vice in the court house, preaching to from 40 to 100. Leading 
citizens are enrolled in the new enterprise, now transferred 
to the ‘‘Town Hall.’’ Lots are offered for a church. 
5. At River Falls, Pierce County, there is a normal 
school and two families of English Lutherans. Servjce has 
been held by Rev. Dr. Trabert ina Norwegian Church on 
alternate evenings, with 60 in attendance. 


III. NortH Dakora. 
St. Mark’s, Fargo, has stood like a beacon-light since 


_ 1886. There are 38 families and representatives of 32 


others in the Mission. A vocalion has been purchased. 
The Sunday-School is the most encouraging feature. This 
church has almost attained eee 
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Iv. WASHINGTON. 


a. Holy Trinity, Seattle, will miss its late pastor in a 
financial way, as he contributed a third as much as all the 
rest of the congregation. But he left the church with all 
interest and floating debts paid. Bro.’ Yung’s task will be 
to replace the decaying tin-shop, converted into a chapel, 
with a modern building. Bro. Yung and wife are where 
their hearts have long been. 

2. Of Bro. Holl, at St. John’s, Tacoma, the superin- 
tendent writes : ‘‘He has a mind to work and is highly es- 
teemed for his work’s sake.’’ He reports the largest 
Easter attendance (63 and 83) since Dr. Lund’stime. The 
congregation assumed $150 of the pastor’s support. The 
Sunday-School at the Smelter—a suburb—is —— even 
than the one in the city. 


Vv. OREGON. 


Zion, The Dalles, is reviving under its new pastor, Rev. : 


William Brenner. He reports 50-75 at the evening service, 
and an intelligent class of young people. The Synod and 
the West Coast work would be strengthened were St. James’, 
at Portland, to connect itself with our SYR 


MI. UTAH. 


At the Women’s Memorial, Holy Trinity, Salt Lake City, 
there are the usual vicissitudes. Gains and losses nearly 
balance, and the Mormon bishops ‘‘counsel’’ the parents of 
the Mormon children in our Sunday-School. Bro. Sweins- 

berg insists that the solution here is a married missionary. 


Let each of us take a lively interest in one another’s 


work and pray for the welfare of our whole Zion. 


LUTHER LEAGUE WORK. 


‘There is a Luther League connected with nearly every 
church. these Leagues number from 10 to 40 members 
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each, embracing in a few cases all the youth, in the large 
cities a third of them. Some have their meetings at the 
church, either before Sunday evening service or on a week 
day evening. Some meet at the members’ homes, and have 
a social half hour or occasional social evenings. It is the 
general testimony that it requires no urging to get the 
youth to take up the social features, but that the more ser- 
ious and instructive parts of the program lag. Some use 
the Luther League ‘‘Topics,’’ with or without essays. Some 
have a mixed educational and literary program. A few 
confine themselves entirely to historical, doctrinal, and 
biblical readings and papers. ‘‘The Lutheran Manual,’’ 
«‘The Schoenberg Cotta Family,’’ and ‘“The Way of Salva- 
tion,’’ have been read and discussed. 

Now it is gratifying that something is being stienkpaad, 
but not so gratifying that there is so little backing given 
by parents and church officers to this much-needed agency 


_ for keeping the youth in the line of spiritual development 
mutual improvement. 


What ought we to aim at in these societies? Our aim 


ought surely to be to make our youth better acquainted with — 


the doctrines, literature, and life of our church, not only 
its past life embalmed in history, but its current life also. 
Every church ought to have one missionary society or more. 
The Luther League may well perform this office, for, if it 
does not, the pastor ought straightway to organize a society 
or arrange a meeting that will. If our Northwestern church- 
es are to be more than clubs, if they are to rear a genera- 
tion, strong to defend and to extend the Kingdom of God, 
we must train our catechumens to take the affairs of the 
church to heart and to make them the ‘aabjeet. of ites a 
tion and discussion. 


PASTOR’S AID SOCIETIES. 
I would gratefully refer to the many useful articles pur- 
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chased for church adornment, the money given for the re- 
lief of the poor at home and the starving in India, and the 
visits of sympathy fo the suffering and of attention to 
strangers and new members, whereby the women of our con- 
gregations have greatly aided their pastors and justified 
‘the name which many women’s societies prefer. ) 

At the same time, would it not be well that some educa- 
tional and missionary features like those mentioned under 
the Luther League be engrafted on all Ladies’ Aid Socie- 
ties, lest they become at last meetings for tea-drinking and 
‘‘small talk,’’ while the great things of God’s kingdom, 
which our women are certainly intelligent and godly enough 
to appreciate, lie neglected? The women of other denom- 
inations and of our church in the East have their missionary 
societies. Our women should not fall behind their Reform- 
ed or their Eastern Lutheran sisters. 

-I do not counsel the multiplication of societies, but the 
making of the best use of those precious moments which our 


people spend together as church members. Nor am I igno- 


rant of the fact that some of the Pastor’s Aid Societies work 
on such lines. I would that it were more common, and that 
the men, too, could be gathered together at times for the 


same purpose. 


FINANCIAL. 


The Treasurer’s report will show that the conntemsiuliil 


have nobly met their pledges, except in a few cases with 


reference to the Synodical treasury. A request of the Su- - 


perintendent of English Home Missions that we should re- 
-member the apportionment of $500 a year for the General 


Council English Home Mission work would seem unneceés- 


sary, when we look at the $421 paid in; but it must be 


borne in mind that part of this was a special offering forthe - | 
old debt wiped out last fall. Can we undertake to raise — 
$500 a year for this interest in addition to our $200 for 


Church Extension? What say you? 
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COMMERCIALISM IN OUR CONGREGATIONS. 


A more serious matter is the creeping in here and there | 


of a spirit of commercialism in the methods used to raise 


money. The temptation to buy and sell in order to make 


some money for the church’ is great, because the object 
seems so worthy and the method so easy. Let us reflect 


' that just because the church of Christ is so eminently worthy 
of men’s largest sacrifice and liberality, it should not be 


belittled by an appeal to selfishness or vanity, to the blunt- 
ing of their conscience and the shriveling up of their love 
of Christ and of souls. Besides this, there is the ever-pres- 
ent danger of adopting methods that even men of the world 
‘Tegard as unworthy. As a Synod we have a record of which 


we need not be ashamed. Let us not trail the banner of 


Christ in the dust. 


If half the energy spent in unchurchly methods of mak- 
ing money were spent in thoroughly organizing the finances 


of the church there would be enough and to spare. Let 


every man and every woman, every boy and every girl, that 


_ is enrolled on our communion rolls, subscribe to the support 
of the congregation according to ability and pay his sub- 


scription in weekly or monthly installments. Let a senti- 
ment be cultivated that would make people as prompt and 


each guage himself not by sémebody else’s stinginess or 
lack of church intelligence, but by what he himself knows 


and realizes of the love of Christ towards him as a poor 
sinner, and of his position as stewardship of the manifold 
gifts of God. What we need in all financial matters is more 


faith in Christ, more love of God, more sincere self-exam- 


We should be careful also not to make the church de- 


: pendent on the societies in it. The one great treasury 
should be the church treasury, to which it should be the first 


- careful about church dues as about rent or store bills. Let 


ination, more earnest repentance, and then there will be no 
‘lack of money. 
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duty of every member to contribute directly, iota sy 
gene rously: 


INSTITUTIONS. 


Lacking institutions of our own, we turn naturally and 


gratefully to those General Council institutions on our ter- 
ritory or near it. The Chicago Theological Seminary has 


furnished nine of the eighteen workers in this field during 


the year, and merits our continuous and most generous sup- 
port. The Milwaukee Hospital and Bethesda Hospital, St. 


Paul, minister to our sick, and are, to some extent, remem-_ 


bered by our people, as they richly deserve to be: Two 
probationers from this territory have entered the Milwaukee 
Deaconess Motherhouse. This House supplements the 


‘‘Appeal to the Lutheran Young Women of our Country,’’ 


issued by the General Conference, by a special appeal for 
which we bespeak wide circulation and earnest consideration. 
Rev. William A. Passavant, Jr., was, on December 31, in- 
stalled as Rector of the Milwaukee Motherhouse. He asks 
your co-operation in raising up a strong evangelical sister- 
hood. 

Asa college which furnishes a thoroughly rounded iis 
cation in the English language, and under healthy churchly 
influences, Gustavus Adolphus College, at St. Peter, Minn- 


esota, can be most heartily commended to our young people. 


Our congregations have done well to remember the Orphans’ 
Home, at Vasa, as an object of their benefactions. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. That a committee be appointed to propose plans for 


a fitting celebration, at its 1901 Convention, of the Tenth 


Anniversary of the founding of this Synod. 

2. That the proposed Constitution for congregations be 
amended by inserting in Art. XI, Sec. 2, the words: “and 
this Section.”’ 
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3. That a By-Law be proposed giving the right to the 
'- floor but not to a vote, to a commissioner from each church 
in a charge other than the one which supplies the delegate. 

4. That in the next Minutes the population of the 
States and towns be given in the printed Parochial Reports. 


OUR POSITION RESTATED. 


_ It would be far more pleasant could our Synod enjoy the 
_ full confidence of all parts of the church. Since some, how- 
ever, refuse us their sympathy because we are ‘‘English,’’ 
others because we are ‘‘of the Northwest,’’ and yet others 
because we are a ‘‘Synod,”’ it mer be well briefly to restate 
Our position : 

In the United States of America, ind towards the close 
of the fourth century of our church’s existence here, we 
have no apology to offer for preaching the Gospel accord- 
ing to the Lutheran conception of it, to the multiplying 
children of our Lutheran households, in the ‘‘English’’ lan- 
guage. We are not eae them, but ist them from 
perversion. 

In beginning and prosecuting our work in the Hortivest 
we have but faithfully followed the indications of Providence. 
It is no discredit to us that we have recognized and supplied 
needs that others saw ~~ after we had succeeded in sup- 
plying them. 

It is not our mission to preserve any nationality, but to 
preserve the precious’ faith of our beloved church and to > 
minister it to all nationalities. For that purpose we must, 
in this polyglot Northwest, keep our work free from hamper- 
ing dependence upon any nationality. It must be and re- 
main ‘‘English,’’ pure and simple, without prefix or suffix. 
‘To us, Germans, Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, Icelanders, 
and the rest are all alike. As a Synod we represent a stage 
of Lutheran Church development in which such distinctions 


pale before the new language and the new conditions of the 
new land. 
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We sincerely love all parts of our church, and look with- 

out envy on their prosperity. As far as permitted, we will 

| co-operate with them. But we are not to be diverted from 

Og the only practical solution of a great pressing problem be- 
fore the church in the Northwest, by the modesty of our 

present resources, the complaints of the captious, or the 

fears of the timid. God will preserve us in the way of 

patience and righteousness. Our ‘‘Synod’’ will form a 

rallying point for those ‘‘of the Northwest’? who are like 

minded, and it will lay no obstacle in the way of those 

otherwise minded. By the apathy as to ‘‘English’’ prevail- 

‘™ . -___ ing before our ‘‘Synod’’ was organized, and by the halting 
efforts made by others during its history, one can well judge 

what would take place were we to surrender our distinctive 

existence and mission. That were a calamity not to be thought 

of. Let others theorize, hesitate, and experiment, we will, by 

the grace of God, press on as fast and as far as God, in His - 


goodness, gives us men and means to enter the aay open 
doors. 
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Won. K. FRICK.: 
- Milwaukee, June 19, 1900. | 


Received and referred to the proper committee. 
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GOODHUE. | 


The Treasurer’s Report was read as follows by Mr. 


Chas. L. Trabert, of Minneapolis : 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 
ee A. SMITH, Treasurer. 


In account with THE ENGLISH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 


SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST. 
June 7, 1899, to June 20, 1900. 


St. John’s, Minnneapolis, Minn -.199.27 


Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis..........................0000 
Trinity, SOS, 
Church of the Holy Communion, Racine, Wis .....................++ 
St. Paul Home and Foreign Mission Society ..................see0ceeees 
Amount Returned by Secretary on Minutes ca 
Sale of Book Received for Advertising 1896 Minutes ............... 
Balance Last Report, Traveling Expenses....................scseessseees 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


80.25 
124.23 


218.15 


73.30 
115.08 
60.00 
44.31 
59.08 


36.00 


37.47 
13.20 | 


29.81 


14.75 
24.35 
27.27 
18.06 
18.25 
1.18 
1.00 
95.37 


Synodical General 25 


General Council Home Missions ...............0.0..000ccsevsersesecesreesenee 421, 55 
General Council Foreign Missions 230,82. 
General Council Church Extemsion ....../......ccceecccececseeevecceseceeeee 214.48 
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Orphan’s Home, Vasa, Minn 
Synodical Delegates’ Traveling Expenses............ 13.26 
Funds for Traveling Expense, Remaining in Treasury............... 5.83 
Cash Balance, Treasury 31,87 


$1,291.96 


Detailed Statement Synodical Delegates’ Traveling Petes 


RECEIPTS. 
St. Paul's; Red Wing; 
St. John’s, Minneapolis, 4,00 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


$19.09 $19.09 
hiavinis still due and anak: 1898 expense as follows: 


$10. 44 
There is sufficient apportionment for this. 


Detailed Statement for Synodical Year 1899-1900. 


RECEIPTS. 
St. John’ s, Minneapolis, Minn. : 


General Council Home 67.33 
General Council Foreign Missions................... 46.02 
General Council Church Extension................... 33.85 


On Apportionment See 52 


$199. 27 
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GoopHUE. 22 
Memorial, St. Paul, Minn. : 
General Council Home Missions ........ . 37.00 
General Council Foreign Missions............... 20.00 
Synodical Traveling Expenses............... > 
$80.25 
St. Paul’s, Red Wing, Minn. : 
Synodical Treasury $12.97 
General Council Home Missions ................... 
General Council Foreign Missions.................. 
General Council Church 29.58 
Chicago Theological 48.38 
Synodical Traveling Expenses................ 4.26 
$124.23 
Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis. : 
Synodical Treasury .................. ...«-17.00 
{ General Council Home Missions ........................ 118.12, 
General Council Foreign Missions ................... ws 30.53 
Chicago Theological Seminary ........ 51.00 
Orphans, Vasa........... aig 1.50 | 
4 St. Mark’s, Fargo, North Dakota: 
General Council Home Missions 16.73 
General Council Foreign 13.87 
General Council Church Extension..................... 21.81 
All on Apportionment. 
Salem, Minneapolis, Minn. : 
General Council Home Missions 26.67 
a General Council Foreign Missions................. weeps 16.65 
aii. General Council Church Extension .................... 32.11 
Chicago Theological Seminary...... .... 10.00 
Orphans, Vasa..... 15.00 
$115.08 
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93 [1900 
St. John's, Duluth, Minn. : 


General Council Home Missions ........................ 27.40 
General Council Foreign Missions....................... 7.10 
General Council Church Extension........0-0+sere00 12.00 


$60.00 
All on 


Trinity, St. Paul, Minn. : 


General Council Home Missions ........................ 14.50 
General Council Foreign Missions ...................... 17.96 
General Council Church 
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$44.31 
All on Apportionment. 


St. James’, St. Paul, Minn.: 


Synodical Treasury 

General Council Home Missions ...................-..- 9:70 

General Council Foreign Missions....................... 12.31 

_ General Council Church Extension..................... 14.62 
Chicago Theological Seminary 16.00 


On Apportionment 57.08 


— $59.08 


Church of the Holy Trinity, Seattle, Wash. : : 


General Council Home Missions. ..................-... 10.69 
General Council Foreign Missions....................... 3.30. 
General Council Church Extension...................... 11.01 
Chicago Theological 
—— $36.00 
All on Apportionment. | 


St. John’s Tacoma, Wash. : 


General Council Home Missions....................-.-. $6.34 
General Council Foreign Missions....................... 6.14 
General Council Church Extension..................... 7.77 


—— $37. 42 


All on 
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St. Mark’s, North St. Paul, Minn. 


GoopHUE. ] 24 
St. Luke’s, Goodhue, Minn. eee 
Synodical Treasury .......... sis. S250 
General Council Home Missions ........................ 4.00 
General Council Foreign Missions...................... 3.20 
Chicago Theological 2.50 
Synodical Traveling Expenses ...... 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Salt Lake City, Utah: Ss 
General Council Home Missions ........................ 8.15 
General Council Foreign Missions ...... ............... 9.00 
General Council Church Extension..................... 8.16 


$2.25 
General Council Home Missions......................... 6.00 
General Council Foreign Missions ...................... 4.00 
General Council Church Extension .................... 2.50 
All on Apportionment. | 
Church of the Holy Communion, pica Wis. : } 
General Council Home Missions. ........................ 12.00 
All on Apportionment. : 
Church of the Holy Trinity, La _— Wis. : 
General Council Home Missi 4.45 
General Council Foreign Missions........... 12.76 
General Council Church Extension ..... Avsievavevecvs 5.61 
All on Apportionment. 
Zion, The Dalles, Ore.: 
General Council Church Extension ...... 
All on Apportionment. 
St Paul Home and Foreign Mission Society: 
$18.25 


$13.20 


$29.81 


$14.75 


$24.35 


$27.27 
$18.06 


$18.25 
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Detailed Synodical Expense Account: 
North St. Paul Congregation... 


Expressage, Dr. Trabert (Books) . 


Two Ordination 2,00 
—— $149.25 
Returned by Secretary on Minutes Expense................ 3 1218 


$148.07 
Detailed President’s Traveling Expense Account: 


Rev. Frick 23.00 
$31.60 


In General Council Home Missions pene 
By Order Synod 1899 Treasurer Paid...... 583316 
$33.16 


submitted, 
C. A. SMITH, 
Stinacdiapcaile’ Minn., June 20th, 1900. 


mittee. 


The President appointed Rev. H. K. Gebhartand Messrs. 
rte Miller and H. O. H. Munson as tellers, who reported 
the 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
as follows: 


President, REV. WILLIAM K. FRICK, Milwankes, Wis. 
Secretary, REV. J. A. Leas, Red Wing, Minn. 
Treasurer, MR. CHARLES A. SMITH, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Rev. A. J. D. Haupt presented greetings from the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, to which the President teres: 
responded. 


Report was received and referred to the Auditing Com-— 


: ¥ 
é 


*C 

> 


if 


wi: 
= 
R B 8.60 
Em. 
«3% 
> 
> 
ge 
eff 
kar 
= 
2 
§¢ 
Ber 
3 
Ping 
=? 
27 
4 
| 
pet 
a 
t 
: 
4 
| 


by 
i} 


halle 


i 
ve 

% 
. ae 


¥ 
3s 
> 
é 
& 
4 
- 
? 


rx 


as follows: 


GoopHueE. 26 


WELCOME TO VISITING BRETHREN. 


At this and subsequent sessions, the President welcomed — 


to a seat in the convention the following named brethren : 


Rev. A. C. Carty, La Crosse, Wis. 

Rev. I. O. Nothstein, North St. Paul. 

Prof. L. H. Chally, Red Wing Seminary. | 

Rev. J. Telleen, Superintendent of General Council For- 
eign Missions. 


Adjourned twenty minutes for the meeting of the Minis- 
terium. Synod reconvened and heard the 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM 


On the favorable report of the Examining Committee, 
Mr. Adolph C. Petersen and Mr. G. F. Gehr, both graduates 
of the Chicago —— Seminary, are recommended . 
for ordination. 

THE SECRETARY. 


Report considered by item and adopted. 
The chairman of the Examining Committee then pre- 


sented the candidates to the President, who welcomed them © 
to the Synod and asked them to present themselves on the 


evening of the same day for ordination. 


The President then reported the following af 
REGULAR COMMITTEES: 


1. President’ s Report—Rev. H. K. Gebhart, Rev. G. H. 
Trabert, D. D., and Mr. H. O. H. Munson. 
2. Auditing —Mr. Munson and Mr. William 


Pieper. 


3. Reception of Congregations—Rev. A. Ramsey, Rev. 


A. J.D. Haupt and Mr. August Buse. . 


4. Statistics and Parochial Reports—Rev. M. E. Boulton _ 


and Mr. C. A. Erickson. 
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5. ~Apportionment—Mr. Charles. L. Trabert and Mr. J. 
Schafer. | 

6. Excuses—Rev. F. E. Jensen. 

7. Traveling Expenses—Rev. C. L. Warstler Mr. 
H. Miller. 

a: Protocol——Rev. F. E. Jensen and Mr. August Buse. 
‘ 9. Press—Rev. C. L. Warstler and Rev. F. E. Jensen. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. S. W. Kuhns. 


Second Session. 


THURSDAY, June 21, 2 00 P. M. 


Devotional Services were conducted by Rev. C. L. 
Warstler. The roll was canes, the minutes read and ap- 


proved. 
Synod at once sdnmaasil for the 


MEETING OF THE MINISTERIUM, 


which body subsequently reported as follows: 

- On the favorable report of the Examining Committee, 
Revs. A. C. Carty, of La Crosse, I. O. Nothstein, of North 
St. Paul, William Brenner, of the Dalles, and H. A. W. 
Yung, of Seattle, are recommended to membership in this 
Synod. 

THE SECRETARY. 

Report received, considered by item and adopted. 

Revs. Brenner and Yung, were received im absentia, and 
Revs. Carty and Nothstein were presented to Synod and 
_ welcomed by the President. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF CONGREGATIONS. 


Applications for membership in this body have been re- 
_ ceived from Salem English Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
of River Falls, Wis.; the English Evangelical Lutheran 
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Church of Our Saviour, Ellsworth, Wis.; and the English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Cannon Falls, Minn. | 

These congregations have severally adopted the Consti- 
tution for congregations recommended by this Synod, the 
last named omitting the requirement that all exclusions and 
restorations be publicly announced. 

Your committee recommends that the two congregations 
first named be received. | 

It is recommended that the Church at Cannon Falls be ~ 
received on condition that it amend its constitution so as to 
provide that the pastor shall make all public statements of 


e%communication and restoration, and that the Secretary of 


Synod be instructed to enroll the congregation as soon 
as he shall have been notified of its compliance with this 


| condition. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALFRED RAMSEY, Chairman. 
A. J. D. 
A. F. BUSE. | 
_ Report considered by item and subsequently adopted in 
full. 
The name of Mr. A. E. Swanson, of River Falls, Wis., 


was ordered placed on the. Roll of Synod as the delegate 


from the Ellsworth-River Falls parish. 


Rev. H. Trabert, 2 read the 


REPORT OF THE DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 


The Synod’s full delegation, with 6ne alternate, at tended 
the Twenty-seventh Convention of the General Council of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in North America, held 
in Wicker Park Church (English), Chicago, September 28- 
October 4, 1900. Like that at Minneapolis, 1888, this 
convention eclipsed its predecessors in attendance (140 del- 
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-egates.) The happy innovation of simultaneous evening 
meetings in various parts of Chicago and suburbs made the 
influence of the Council felt throughout that Lutheran 
metropolis. 


I. President Moldehnke noted that ‘‘the English langu- 


age is constantly taking firmer hold of the people.’’ He con- 


gratulated the English-speaking part of the Council on their 


activity in ‘‘paving the way for the transition from the 


German, Scandinavian, and other languages to the English 


language, while at the same time carefully the 
sound Lutheran Doctrine.’’ 


II. The General Council comprises nine ‘synods, 1,233 


ministers, 2,029 congregations, and. 352,454 communicants, 


using three languages. The English Recording Secretary 


was ordered to prepare blank forms for Synodical statistics. 
The application of the ‘‘Synod of Oregon and Washington”’ 
for admission was deferred, as the Synod had not had 
sufficient time to adopt a constitution. The representatives 


of the Icelandic Synod were heard with pleasure. . This 


Synod is earnestly considering organic union with the Coun- 
cil. Dr. Seiss, Official Visitor to the General Synod, re- 
ported his enthusiastic reception. 

III. The English Home Mission Board reported the lift- 
_ing of the $12,000 debt by a personal canvass of the churches 
undertaken by the new Superintendent, Rev. J.C. Kunzmann, 
and his intention to undertake a special Church Extension 
campaign. Of the $25,000 apportioned among the Synods to 
be raised each year of the biennium, $625 was assigned to 
our Synod, with the request that it be apportioned to the 


several congregations and its complete and speedy payment 


urged. The Synod is requested to urge the pastors and 
congregations to ‘“‘uniformity in the observance of the Sun- 
_day nearest Reformation Day for special offerings in Church 
and Sunday-School for the Home Mission work.’’ The 
amount spent during the biennium was $33,000. 
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The English Recording Secretary, as ordered, published 
in the Minutes the first relatively complete list of General 
Council Synodical Missions, 504 in number (with those of 
the Council 577,) situated in 41 States and Territories of 
the United States and Canada. The number of English 
Missions given in the report (separately printed in 10,000 


copies) is 156, an astonishing exhibit of English progress. 


The German and Swedish Boards presented encouraging 
reports. Dr. Seiss’ Resolutions, on the Centralization of 
all Missions within the Council under three Boards, were 
the basis of prolonged and profitable discussion. _ 

IV. Under Foreign Missions the Council approved the 
appointment of a suitable visitor to the India work, the or- 
dination of J. William, the acceptance of three clerical res- 
ignations, the new rule for the ordination of native mission- 
aries, and the commencement of work in Porto Rico. 

V. The Board of Publication reported having done a 


business of $80,000 in two years, including the publication 


of the weekly and monthly ‘‘Lutheran.’’ By the purchase 
of No. 1522 Arch Street, Philadelphia, it has secured for 
the low price of $21,000 a commodious and much needed 
home for its rapidly expanding business. Our Synod’s re- 
quest as to the Mission Edition of the Church Book was by 
the Council referred to the Board. | : 

VI. The Sunday-Schodl Work Committee reported that 


the Lutheran Sunday-School series, comprising ‘‘Bible 
_Story,’’ ‘*Bible History,’’ and the ‘‘Lesson Quarterly,’’ had 


reached 100,000 copies. By Advent, fifteen different pub- 
lications would be on the market. It may be safely said 
that no church in America has so systematic and complete 
a Sunday-School equipment. A System of Grading and In- 
struction was adopted. It covers three Departments : Prim- 
ary (3 grades,) Intermediate (6 grades,) Senior (4 grades.) 
Conference with the General Synod’s Committee was or- 


dered with a view to a common Lutheran system. 
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VII.’ The Church Book Committee is co-operating with 
the General Synod’s Committee in the preparation of a 
Common Order of Ministerial Acts and Hymnal, which 
with the Common Service, will make a Common Book of 
Worship. The joint Standard English Translation of 
Luther’s Small Catechism was adopted. The first complete 


copy in print appears in the General Council’s Minutes. 


Pulpit and Altar Colors were described and recommended 
for use. 

VIII. The heen! Conference held in Philadelphia, 
December 27-29, 1898, was productive of so much good that 
another was ordered to be held in 1900. The Convocation 
of Church Musicians at Pittsburgh was also successful and 
will be repeated. , 

IX. The Church Extension Society reported an en- 
couraging increase in receipts, and the successful working 
of the bond plan for the relief of four churches in this Synod. 

X. The voluminous Minutes contain ‘‘Theses on Mar- 
riage in Its Relation to Divorce,’’ and ‘‘Theses on the Rela- 


tion of the General Council to.the Luther League.’* The 


latter is referred to the synods for action. Valuable re- 
ports were presented on the Deaconess work and the Jewish 
work. 

The Council rejoiced at the spread of the evangelical 
movement in Austria, and expressed sympathy with the op- 
pressed Finns, now fleeingto America. Concerning marriage 


and divorce laws, it was considered desirable that they be 


uniform throughout the United States. A Committee on 
Education, chiefly presidents of institutions, was constituted. 
Members of this Synod on Boards, etc.: Mr. J. A. Bohn, 
Home Missions ; Mr. C. A. Smith, Foreign Missions; Rev. 
W. K. Frick, Sunday-School Work: 
XI. Action on our memorial: 


Resolved, That the request for a Sunday-School ‘Field 


Secretary for the English Synod of the Northwest be re- 
ferred tothe Board of English Home Missions, with power 
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to act. 


On motion of ne. C. J. Petri, this ¥ was added : 
Resolved, That the Board of English Home Missions be 


instructed to act in co-operation with the Mission Committee 


of the Minnesota Conference of the Augustana Synod. __ 

May the next convention, to be held at Lima, Ohio, be- 
ginning October 10, 1901, be as s harmonious and fruitful _ 
this. 


Wo. K. FRICK. | 
Gro. H. TRABERT. 
| C. A. SMITH. 

J. A. Bown. 


Report received and ordered entered on the minutes. 


Rev. A. Ramsey moved that the Board of English 
Home Missions of the General Council be urged to act un- 
der the authority given it by the General Council with ref- 
erence to the Traveling Missionary in the Northwest. 

adopted. 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVARIUS. 
Various papers of permanent value have again this = 


‘been deposited in the archives. 


| Wo. K. FRICK. 
Adopted. 


THE AUDITING COMMITTEE 


GOODHUE, MINN., June 21, 1900. 
Your committee have examined the Treasurer’s Report, 


_ and find the same correct. There is a deficit in the trav- 


eling expense fund of $4.61. pas | 
| H. O. H. Munson. 
Wo. F. PIEPER, 


Auditing Committee. 
Report adopted, 
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'REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPORTIONMENT. 
In comparing the apportionments of last year with the — 
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Treasurer’s receipts we find the following : 


[1900 


_Synodical General Expenses 
Pres, and Trav, Missicwaries ¢| 9200-00 | $181.12 |$18.88} ............ 
Theological Seminary; 150.00 163.05 |..........| $13.05 
Gen. Council Home Missions..; 200.00 i 221.55 
Gen. Council Foreign Missions| 150.00 80.82 
Gen. Council Church Extension} 200.00 214.48 }.......... 14.48 
$900.00 $1211.02 |$18.88 


We recommend that the following apportionments be 
made for the ensuing year: 


General Expense Fund 
Chicago Theological 
General Council Foreign Missions ....................... . 225.00 


General Council Home Missions... he 250.00 


$1,000. 00 


We further recommend that the amount be apportioned 
the several congregations respectively, as follows : 


St. John’s, Minneapolis....... $20.00 
Salem, Minneapolis .................. 90.00 15.00 


Memorial, St. Paul 16.00 


Trinity, St, 
St.: Jamen’, St. 5.00 
St.: Mark’s, North St. Paul 2.00 
St. Paul’s, Red: Wine. 
St. Luke’s, Goodhue ............. 


Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee 20.00 
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Holy Trinity, La Crosse ............... 
Holy Communion, Racine.................... 25.00 4.00 
Holy Trinity, Salt Lake City............... 25.00 4.50 
Holy Trinity, Seattle.......... 
Salem, River Falls, Wis... .. ....... 
Our Saviour, Ellsworth, Wis.......:........ 1.00 


$1,000.00 $150.00 


We suggest that all the congregations in the Synod ob- 
serve strictly the days and seasons set apart for special 
offerings for the General Council Foreign Missions, Home 
Missions and Church Extension, and that every effort be 
made on the part of the pastors to interest their people and . 
increase the ingathering. 

We further suggest that the contributions for the Syn- 
odical General Expenses be remitted to the Treasurer as 
early in the Synodical year as possible, as this fund must 
be drawn upon to pay current expenses. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES L. TRABERT, 
JOHN-SCHAFER, Jr. 


Adopted. 


REPORT OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 


To the President and Members of the S send of the Northwest, 
Greeting : — 


The Central Conférence Committee reports, 
that, within the year it has held three meetings. The first 
was held in Trinity Church, St. Paul, September 19 and 20, 
1899 ; the second was held in Salem Church, Minneapolis, 
January 17 and 18, 1900; the third in St. Mark’s Church, 
North St. Paul, May 9 and 10, 1900. The meetings were 
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well attended by the clerical delegates, but not so well by 
the lay delegates. Considerable interest was shown by the 
congregations in which the meetings were held. The Lord’s 
Supper was celebrated at every meeting. 

At all the meetings special attention was given to tithe 
needs and development of the work in our territory. In 
addition to this the various _— of some general topic, 
were discussed. 

At the meeting held in Trinity Church, the doctrine and 
life of the Lutheran Church and the various relations with- 
in the congregation, were discussed. At the meeting held 
in Salem Church, the general subject was Foreign Missions. 
The meeting at St. Mark’s discussed the work of the Church 


among the young in the Sunday-School, in the catechetical 
class, and in the League. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. Leas, Chairman. ‘C. L. WARSTLER, Secretary. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. A. C. Carty. 


Third Session. 
FRIDAY, June 22, 9:00 A. M. 


Synod opened with the Matin Service conducted by Rev. 
G. F. Gehr. The roll was called, the minutes read and ap- 
proved. | | 

THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 
presented the report which was adopted as follows: 


The following pastors and lay delegates not being able 


to be present at this session of Synod, your committee rec- 
ommends that they be excused : 


Rev. H. A. W. Yung, Seattle, Washington. 
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Rev. Wm. F: Holl, Tacoma, Washington. 
Rev. Wm. Brenner, The Dalles, Oregon. 
Rev. A. C. Sweinsberg, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Rev. R. L. Leatherman, Lewiston, Maryland. 
Rev. J. F. Beates, Conewago, Pennsylvania. 
Rev. L. Grey, Chadwick, Illinois. 

Lay delegates: 
F. W. Peterson, Fargo, North Dante. 
Prof. P. G. Schmidt, St. John’s, Minneapolis. 
Mr. A. E. Swanson, of River Falls, was excused subse- 


quently to Friday morning’s session, and Rev. G. F. Gehr 
was excused on Friday evening. 


F. E. JENSEN, Committee. 


Rev. A. J. D. Haupt then proceeded to discuss at 
length the 


THESES ON THE RELATION OF THE GENERAL COUN- 
CIL TO THE LUTHER LEAGUE. 
A 

3 Discipleship in Christ ptecives and demands 
consecrated service. 

Il. The character of this service varies with - 
the age, sex, capacities, and circumstances of those 
brought into the Church. | 

III. Proper organizations for special purposes 
within the congregation may be useful, and if so, 
may be formed and favored. | 

IV. Everything in such organizations that might 
be detrimental to the true, organic unity and solid- 


arity of the congregation, is to be carefully avoided. 
V. These organizations cannot add any new 
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duties which are not involved and included in 
Church membership, but they are simply a human 
arrangement to render the service of the members 


more efficient, by co-operation, systemization, and 


mutual encouragement. | 

‘VI. They must not be treated as ecclesidike in 
ecclesia, or as if membership in them were essen- 
tial, or evinced a higher degree of spirituality, but 
simply as a human arrangement for increased 
efficiency. 

VII. Their doctrinal basis and the sree 


_methods of carrying on their operations must be 


identical with those of the Church. 

. VIII. They must be subordinate to and under 
the control of the congregation, or the Church 
Council which represents the congregation. 


IX. The above principles apply to the Associ- 


ations known as the Luther Leagues as well as to 
all other societies in the Church. 


B 


The Luther League, based upon the Augsburg 
Confession professes to be such an organization 


“of the Church, by the Church, for the Church,” — 


as set forth in the ‘‘Model Constitution.”’ 
|. The first object, according to Art. II, Sec. 1, 
s: ‘To quicken in its members a clearer conscious- 
ness of Christian faith.’’ 
The means by which this eyes is to be attain- 
ed are: 
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(a) ‘‘By encouraging them to a systematic study 
of God’s Word, and the faithful use of the minis- | 
trations of the Church;”’ and ‘‘by engaging them in 
public religious exercises suited to their standing 
and estate.”’ 

(b) “By directing them in thoughtful investiga- 
tion of the history, doctrines, and usages of the 
Lutheran Church, thereby fostering a spirit of in- 


telligent loyalty towards her and her institutions.”’ 


II. According to Sec. 2, afurther objectis: ‘‘To 
promote among them practical Christian life.’’ 

The means towards this end are: | 

(a) “By enlisting their active interest in the va- 
rious departments of congregational work.” 

(b) securing their co-operation in carrying 
out the recommendations of Canterence, Synod, 
and general body.”’ 

(c) “By effecting social relations becoming those 
who are of the same household of faith.” : 


III. Thus the League desires to aid in training 


an intelligent, devout, loyal, liberal, and active 


membership of the Church, in the Church, for the 
Church. 


From such a membership she hopes to get the 
workers and helpers for every part of the congre- 
gation’s activity. 


From such a membership she also hopes to 
furnish a sufficient and an efficient band of volun- 
teer candidates for the Ministry of the Word and 
for the ministry of mercy. 
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With such a membership she hopes to wield 
an influence on public sentiment and public morals 
_in every community where she is planted. 


C 


While the General Council has, indeed, no di- 
rect relationship with such organizations, but is 
related to them only through the Synods which are 
connected with it (see Principles of Government, 
_ Sec. 10; Constitution of G. C., Art. 1, Sec. 1; and 
Art. I, Sec. 4, paragraph 3), yet it is befitting that 
this Body express its approval of the general scope 
of the Luther League, and its pleasure in witness- 
ing the renewed interest it has aroused, especially 


among our young people, in the work and welfare - 


of the Church, and in the study of its literature, as 
recommended in the League's Reading Courses. 


For the Committee,” ! 
W. K. Frick, Chairman. 


On motion, 


Resolved, That the Luther ‘iia Theses be 
referred to the District Synods to act on and to re- 
port at the next Convention. 


The Theses were discussed but final action on them was 
deferred until the next year. The Theses were ordered 


printed in the minutes; also 500 additional copies for dis- 


tribution. | 
Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. I. O. Nothstein. 
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Fourth Session. 
FRIDAY, June 22, 2 :00 P. M. 


Synod was opened by Rev. F. E. Jensen conducting the 
opening service. The minutes were read and approved. _ 
On motion, the name of the:Central Conference Com- 


mittee was changed to that of ‘‘THE CENTRAL MISSION 
ConrERENC®.” 


_ THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


as follows : 


- During the year the Executive Committee has made 
provision through the Chicago Theological Seminary for the 
supply of the pulpit of Holy Communion, Racine, Wis., un- — 
til the settlement of the pastor-elect May list. We have 
also prepared the programs for this convention. 

On motion of Rev. A. Ramsey, it was _ 

Resolved, That each congregation be requested to ap- 
point a layman to attend each meeting of the Central 
Mission Conference and to serve as a member thereof. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TRAVELING EXPENSES. 


‘Your committee respectfully reports as follows : 
Total Traveling 9008 


It is recommended, that for the purpose of equalizing the 
expense, the following congregations pay into the Synod’s 
traveling expense fund the sums below named: — 


St. John’s, Minneapolis... 
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And that the following congre gations be paid by the 


Treasurer of Synod from the traveling expense fund the — 


sum here named : 


Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee 
Church of the Holy Communion, Racine........ 
St. Mark’s, Fargo .. 


Respectfully submitted, 


C. L. WARSTLER, 
H. MILLER. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


The committee to whom was referred the President’s 
Report, begs leave to present the somite, for the consider- 
ation of Synod : : 


1. We rejoice that Synod has rapid and sub- 


stantial growth. The reception of three new congregations, 
and six pastors, is a subject for congratulation. We are 
not unmindful of the fact that the Chicago Seminary is ma- 
terially helpful in the development of the important field 


included in our territory, and we recommend that the needs. 


and the interests of this institution be ae upon our 
congregations. 
2. Realizing that our r people are not sufficiently inform- 


‘ed concerning the general work of the church, we recom- 


mend that Synod urge the pastors to encourage the con- 
sideration of missionary topics at the — of the var- 
ious aid societies. 

3. We-call the attention a Synod to the importance of 


enlarged operations in the Twin Cities at the head of Lake 
Superior. 


4. Inthe judgment of this committee, the Se Rose 
‘ment for Home Mission purposes placed upon Synod by the 


General Council is disproportioned to the size and the ability 
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ofSynod. Therefore, while we will do all that lies in our power 
to increase our contributions to English Home Missions, we 
request the General Council to make the apportionment of 
the Synod of the Northwest more proportionate to that of 
the larger Synods. 


Committee : 1c H. TRABERT, 
| O. H. Munson. 


considered by: item and adopted. 
On motion of Rev. A. Ramsey, — 


Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to request the 
Chicago Theological Seminary to furnish to the congrega- 


_ tions of the Synod, envelopes to be used in gathering offer- 


ings in behalf of the Seminary. 


1000 copies of the minutes of Synod were ordered printed 
for distribution. 


An invitation for the 
NEXT MEETING OF SYNOD 


was accepted from Memorial Church, St. ‘Paul. 


On motion of Rev. A. Ramsey, 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this body are hereby ex- 
tended to the pastor, members and friends of St. Luke’s 
congregation for the generous hospitality with which the 
Synod has been received, and that the President make pub- 
lic acknowledgment of our appreciation at the service on 
Sunday morning. 

Adjourned with prayer by Rev. S. W. Kuhns. 


Fifth Session. 


Monpay, June 25, 10 45 A. M. 


Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. J. Telleen. The. 
minutes were read and approved. ; 
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THE COMMITTEE ON PROCTOCOL 


rinalean that the Proctocol is not written up to date _ 
minutes p. 32; pp. 27- -28.] 


THE COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS — 
reported as follows : 

~The Committee on Statistics begs to submit the follow- 
ing report : 
Churches and Chapels 4; frame, 
Value of Church Property ................ $114,311.00 
Communicants (gain 186) 2074 
Communed during the year. 1487 
Baptized Membership (gain 116) ............. 


Additions—Adult Baptism....... 8 


343 


Teachers and officers............... 204 
Average attendance (gain 145) ... 

Benevolence— 


Home Missions 406.81 
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Foreign Missions 
Other Charitable Work... 
Congregational Expenses 
(For particulars see Parochial Reports.) 
M. E. BOULTON, 
Mr.°C. A. ERICKSON. 


204.02 
161.50 
20,844.74 


Adopted. | 
On motion, the Rev. Prof. P. W. H. Frederick’s travel- 


ing expenses to ayes were ordered paid by the treasurer 
of Synod. 


Adjourned with prayer her. A. Peterson. 


Sixth Session. 


MONDAY, June 25, 2: :10 P. M. 
Synod was opened with prayer by President Frick. The 


minutes were read and approved. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


On mcttens: the adoption of Parochial Blanks was de- 
ferred for another year. 

The minutes of the Sunday-School Siavaediton were or- 
dered printed in the minutes of Synod and the Executive 

_ Committee was instructed to arrange programme for next 
year’s convention. 

The Secretary was instructed to have the Protocol written 
up to date, and the Treasurer was authorized to pay for the 
work at the rate of $5 per annum. , 

The present Archivarius was continued for another year. 


‘STANDING COMMITTEES: 


Examining.—Revs. S. W. Kuhns, A. Ramsey, and G. H. 
Trabert, D. D. | 

Next Convention.—The officers of Synod, Pastor Loci _ 
Mr. Henry W. Knauff. 
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After the approval of the minutes and the singing of 
hymn No. 274 in the Church Book, Synod was closed i in the 


regular order or the President. 
J. A. LEAS, Secretaty: 


Session of the Winisterium. 
THURSDAY, June 21, 11:00 a. m. 


The Ministerium was opened with ere by nae F, 


E. Jensen. 
THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 


reported as follows: 

Rev. Ira Oliver Nothstein comes to us from the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania to take charge of St. Mark’s, North 
St. Paul, Minn.; Rev. A. C. Carty, from the same Synod, 
to take charge of Holy Trinity, La Crosse, Wis.; Rev. H. 
A. W. Yung, dismissed by the Chicago Synod, has been 
called to Holy Trinity, Seattle, Wash. ; Rev. W. Brenner, 
now located at The Dalles, Oregon, in charge of Zion’s Ev. 
Lutheran Church, comes to us from the Synod of Oregon and 
Washington. These brethren having satisfied the Examin- 
ing Committee are recommended for reception to our Synod. 

_ Mr. Adolph C. Peterson, a graduate of the Theological 
‘Seminary, at Chicago, Illinois, has been called to the Church 
of Our Saviour, Ellsworth, Wis. ; also Mr. George F. Gehr, 
from the same Seminary, has been called to Holy Com- 
munion, Racine, Wis. These candidates having satisfied 


the Examining Committee are recommended for ordination. 


W. KuuNS, 
ALFRED RAMSEY, 
G. H. TRABERT, D. D. 


Report was received, considered by item, and after .be- 


ing referred again in part to the committee, was subsequent 


ly adopted as a whole. 


Adjourned with prayer. 
J. A. LEAS, Secretary. 
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special Services. 


-Tuurspay EVENING: Ordination Sermon by the Rev. S. 
_ “W. Kuhns, on the theme: ‘‘The Requisites of a Suc- 


cessful Ministry.’’ Text: Josh. 1: 6-9. 

Liturgical Service conducted by the Secretary, and the 
Ordination of Mr. G. F. Gehr, and Mr. A. C. Petersen, 
by the President of Synod. 


FRIDAY EVENING: 


’ Education—Prof. P. W. H. Frederick, B. D. 
Foreign Missions—Rev. F. E. 


Sunpay—10 : :30 A. M.: 


Sermon'by the Rev. G.H. Trabert, D. D. Theme 


Blessed Luke 10: 23, 24. 


~ SuNDAY—3 P. M. 
FOREIGN Missions. The Rev. J. Telleen, a 
tendent General Council Foreign Missions. 
HoME Missions. The Rev. A. Ramsey, St. Foha’s: 
Church, Minneapolis. 
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Sunday=School Convention. 
_ SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION. 


SATURDAY, June 23, 1900. 


The Rev. A.C. Petersen, of Ellsworth, Wis., conducted 
the Matin Service. At 9:30 A. M. the convention was call- 
ed to order by the Rev. C. L. Warstler, of St. Paul, Minn. 

The Rev. A. C. Carty, of La Crosse, Wis., was elected 
Secretary. 


The roll call, by parish, showed the following delegates 


present : 

St. John’s, Minneapolis, Minn. _The Rev. Alfred Fam 
_ sey, Miss Edna Benson. 
Memorial, St. Paul, Minn.—The Rev. A..J. D. Haupt. 


Holy Trinity, St. Paul, Minn.—The Rev. C. L. Warst- 


ler. 
St. Paul’s, Red Wing, Minn.—Mrs. J. A. Leas, H. A. 
Swanson, Misses Hannah Hawkins, Hannah Pfeiffer, and 
Mabel Peterson. 

Salem, Minneapolis, Minn. —The Rev. G. H. ‘Trabert, 
D. D., and Mrs. Trabert. 

John’s, Duluth, Minn.—Mr. H. O. H. the 
Res, S. W. Kuhns and Miss S. Elizabeth Kuhns. 

St. Mark’s, North St. Paul, Minn. —The Rev. I. O. 
Nothstein. 

St. James’, St. Paul, ‘Minn.—The Rev. F. E. Jensen. 

St. Luke’s, Goodhue, Minn.—Mr. Emil Boxrud, Miss 


S. Belin, Mrs. H. Holst, Miss Alvina Prigge and Miss Ida 


Boxrud. 


Church of-the Redeemer, Milwaukee, Wis. —The Rev. 


W. K. Frick. t 
Church of the Holy Communion, ‘Racine, Wis.—Mr, 
Rapps and the Rev. G. F. Gehr. 
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Holy Trinity, La Crosse, Wis.—The Rev. A.C. Carty. 
St. Mark’s, Fargo, N. Dak.—The Rev. H. K. Gebhart. 


Ell 
Mrs. Halls, Mrs. Dumont. 


Cannon Falls, Minn.—The Rev. M. E. Boulton and 
Miss Gertie Opsahl. 


There were no delegates present from Holy Trinity, 


| Seattle, Wash; St. John’s, Tacoma, Wash; Holy Trinity, 


Salt Lake City, Utah; Zion, The Dalles, Oregon. 
_ The convention decided that all lay delegates and per- 


sons connected with the Synod be admitted as members of 


the convention and invited to participate in its discussions. 
The schedule for the day was then taken up) 
Mr. Rapps, of Holy Communion, presented a paper on 
Sunday-School Anniversaries and Festivals, which called 
forth animated and interesting discussion. The discussion’ 
following this paper being quite lengthy, it was resolved 
that no speaker occupy more than three minutes and no one 
speak twice on the same topic without special permission. 
In the absence of Mr. J. F. Paul Gross, of St. Mark’s, 
Fargo, N. Dak., the paper on ‘‘The Model Superintendent,’’ 
was read by the Rev. H. K. Gebhart. 


A paper on the Sunday-School in its relation to the home, 


prepared by Mr. P. S. Alaskson, of Cannon Falls, Minn., 


was read by the Rev. J. A. Leas. 

The Teacher’s Meeting was then outlined aaa discussed 
in a paper written by Mr. C. E. Sykes, and read by Mrs. 
Dumont,-of the Ellsworth congregation. 

The convention then adjourned to meet at 1 :45 P.M. 


after prayer by the Rev. Prof. P. W. H. Frederick. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


_ The afternoon session of the convention was opened at 
1:45. After the singing of hymn 158 and prayer offered 
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ne the Rev. S. W. Kuhns, the convention was called to or- 
der by the Rev. C. L. Warstler. 


It was resolved by the convention that the clerical mem- 


bers of Synod be enrolled as members ex-officio of the con- 
vention. 


The reading of the papers was then continued, the Rev. 


M. E. Boulton, of St. Luke’s, Goodhue, Minn., considering 


‘‘The Sunday-School in its relation to the Church.’’ 
After the singing of hymn No. 22, a paper prepared by 


Miss Lilian L. Frick, of the Church of the Redeemer, Mil- © 


waukee, Wis., on ‘‘The Teacher’s Influence,’’ was read: by 
Miss Kuhns, of St. John’s, Duluth, Minn. 


Hymn No. 13 was then sung with much spirit, after 


which Mrs. J. A. Leas, of St. Paul’s, Red Wing, read a 
paper on ‘‘The Primary Teacher.’’ The discussion which 
‘followed was interesting and brought out many important 
points in regard to the Kindergarten work in the depart- 
ment of our primary Sunday-Schools. 

The convention then united in singing hymn 220. ‘How 
the Lesson should be Taught,” a paper. prepared by the 
Rev. A. C. Sweinsberg, of Holy Trinity, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, was read by Miss Edna eitbiete of St. John’s, Minn- 
eapolis, Minn. 

The next number, “How does our Graded System 
Work?’’ was then taken up and individual reports were 
called for from each parish represented in the convention. 
Without exception the parishes reported that the Graded 
Lesson Series as recommended by the General Council gives 
great satisfaction. Every parish represented in thy gon- 
vention reported using the Graded Series. 

The Rev. G. H. Gebhart, of St. Mark’s, Fargo, N. Dak., 
conducted the ‘‘Question Box.’’ The minutes were then 
read and approved. Hymn No. 40 was sung, and after 

prayer and the benediction, the convention adjourned. 


A.. C. CARTY, Secretary, 
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